Might gene conversion be the mechanism of somatic hypermutation of mammalian immunoglobulin genes?
Gene conversion has played a major role in molding eukaryotic genomes, and this same mechanism mediates targeted sequence diversification of a variety of genes in response to developmental or environmental stimuli. Here I review data indicating that gene conversion may also be the molecular mechanism of somatic hypermutation at the mammalian immunoglobulin loci.